
Alternatives Evaluation Process

Alternatives
Decisions Level of Detail

•	 Initial	concepts
•	 Initial	evaluation

•	 Refined	concepts
•	 Refined	evaluation

•	 Final	concepts
•	 Comprehensive	

evaluation

Tier 1
(Alternatives Analysis)

Tier 2
(Scoping)

Tier 3
(EIS)

Alternatives Analysis Study
Alternative(s)	meets	purpose	and	need

Scoping
Alternative(s)	best	meets	
refined	purpose	and	need/
refined	goals	and	objectives

FEIS/ROD

EIS
Locally	Preferred	Alternative

End	Study*

End	Study*

End	Study*

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

•	 Refine	purpose	and	need
•	 Refine	goals	and	objectives

Preferred Alternative

Alternatives Analysis

Scoping

EIS

*End	Study	refers	specifically	to	Alternative(s).
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